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Pre-Law

Why prepare for Law School at Maryville College?
Law is a vast and fascinating field of study that does not require a foundation in any specific 
discipline.  You may choose to major in subjects that are considered to be traditional 
preparation for law school, such as Political Science, History, Criminal Justice, English, 
Philosophy, Economics or Business. You also may choose to major in other areas such as Art, 
Music, Science and Mathematics, Computer Science, Nursing or Education. Law schools are 
more concerned with the quality of your educational experience, as well as the skills you have 
acquired along the way, than with your major. Maryville College teaches its students how 
to be good law school students and, ultimately, strong additions to the legal community. If 
you are willing to accept the challenge, the skills you learn at MC about communication and 
rhetoric, reading comprehension and critical analysis, logic, ethics and leadership ensure you 
will be successful in law school and beyond.
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LAW SCHOOL PLACEMENTS

Josh Anderson ’18
Currently: Associate Attorney at Gearhiser, Peters, Elliott & 
Cannon, PLLC in Chattanooga, Tenn.

MEET A RECENT GRAD

When Josh applied to the University of Tennessee College of 
Law, he had already written legislation that had been passed 
by the Tennessee General Assembly and signed by the gov-
ernor. SB524/HB462, which required the state board of ed-
ucation to adopt a policy allowing American Sign Language 
(ASL) to satisfy foreign language requirements in Tennessee 
schools, originated in the 2016 Tennessee Intercollegiate 
State Legislature (TISL). Josh, a Political Science major and 

member of the College’s TISL team, co-wrote the bill with wife Molly Ridgeway ’18, who is 
non-verbal and uses ASL to communicate.

Fittingly, Josh concentrated his studies in advocacy and litigation while in law school. His 
goal is to engage the legal and political processes to help bring change.

“Maryville College prepared me to face any academic challenge that I was faced with in 
my law school experience,” he said. “Most importantly, Maryville instilled in me the value 
of serving others – inspiring me to truly strive to ‘Do good on the largest possible scale’ as 
founder Isaac Anderson urged.”

Maryville College annually sends a team of students 
to participate in the Tennessee Intercollegiate State 
Legislature (TISL), a forum for student leaders to 
exchange ideas, express their opinions and learn 
how government works. Its four programs are 
patterned after the essential elements of public 
service: legislative, AMC3 (the Appellate Moot 
Court Collegiate Challenge), lobbying and media.

Maryville College Criminal Minds is a student-
led organization for students interested in law 
enforcement, pre-law, crime and justice. Pre-law 
events include guest speakers, LSAT workshops, 
courtroom observations, networking opportunities 
for internships, law school panels, law student 
panels and more.    
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