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PROGRAMS OF STUDY:
B.A. in Sociology
Minor in Sociology 
Minor in Gender and Women’s Studies

  JOB PLACEMENTS

  RELATED OPPORTUNITIES

Sociology

Why study Sociology at Maryville College?
Sociology is the study of people, society and social life. Majoring in Sociology means 
exploring diversity among people, practices and populations. Thinking like a sociologist 
means uncovering the taken-for-granted, testing the assumed, and critically exploring social 
situations. As a Sociology major at MC, you will learn fascinating and challenging things 
about the world around you, including the realities of inequality, social problems and social 
change. Sociology majors graduate with skills in social theory and a variety of scientific 
methods used to understand people. 

          Before taking an Introduction to Sociology course, Emily had 
no experience or prior knowledge about the field in which 
she’s now majoring.

“Sociology quickly piqued my interest, because I enjoy 
learning about how social groups, institutions and structures 
influence society today and in the past,” she said.

Since declaring her major, she’s been given the opportunity 
to serve as the social outreach coordinator for the Maryville 

College Counseling Center, using knowledge gained in the classroom to better serve the 
mental health needs of and provide resources to her fellow MC students.

“As of right now, I’m looking into clinical social work after I receive my degree, but earning a 
sociology degree will allow me to have a broad range of options and opportunities,” she added.

Emily Cooper  
Hometown: Nashville, Tenn.

MEET A CURRENT SCOT

Bailey Ritter ’19  
Currently: Teacher at Ijams Nature Preschool in Knoxville, Tenn.

With her double-major in Sociology and Psychology, Bailey 
was uniquely qualified to teach children ages 3 to 6 at the 
highly experiential preschool. She and the children spend some 
time in a traditional Montessori-style classroom but are mostly 
in the outdoors, exploring nature and discovering new things.

“My sociology background at MC opened my eyes to 
injustice, and I regularly talk about injustice – especially 

environmental injustice – with my students,” she said. “We discuss ways in which we can 
keep the outdoors accessible to all. It’s amazing to see a child become comfortable in nature 
and able to thrive. The outdoors truly are the greatest classroom.”

MEET A RECENT GRAD
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SCIENCES

GRADUATE SCHOOL PLACEMENTS

• American Cancer Society
• Blount County Schools
• Clayton Homes/Vanderbilt Mortgage
• Crossroads Church
• Ewha American Language Academy
• Helen Ross McNabb Center
• Henry County Schools
• Ridgeview Behavioral Health
• Rivermont Presbyterian Church
•  State of Alaska, Division of Alaska Pioneer Homes
• State of Tennessee Department of Children’s 

Services
• SunCoast Blood Bank

Columbia University, Teacher’s College
East Tennessee State University, Criminology, Sociology
Emory University School of Law
Florida Coastal School of Law
Lincoln Memorial University, Education Administration
Union Presbyterian Seminary, Christian Education/Divinity
University of Colorado Denver, Sociology
University of Kentucky, Sociology
University of Tennessee Knoxville, College of Social Work
University of Tennessee Knoxville, Department of Plant 

Sciences

Maryville College annually sends a team of students to participate in the Tennessee 
Intercollegiate State Legislature (TISL), a forum for student leaders to exchange ideas, express 
their opinions and learn how government works. Its four programs are patterned after the 
essential elements of public service: legislative, AMC3 (the Appellate Moot Court Collegiate 
Challenge), lobbying and media.


