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DANIEL KLINGENSMITH 
Vice President and Dean of the College 

Maryville College 
 

Office of Academic Affairs 
Maryville College 

Maryville, TN 37804 
(865) 981-8278 

         
 

dan.klingensmith@maryvillecollege.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 University of Chicago 
    Ph. D. (History), 1998  
    M. A. (History), 1989 
 

--Dissertation   "'One Valley and a Thousand':  Remaking America, India and  
the World in the Image of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 1945-
1970." 

 
--Master's Thesis   "The End of Empire: An Interpretation of British  

Decolonization" 
 
 Harvard University 

A. B., magna cum laude, 1987 (Islamic and Modern European History) 
 

 
RECENT CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 

University of South Florida, Muma College of Business 
   Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the Workplace Certificate, Spring 2022  

 
Leadership Blount, 2021-2022 
 
Tennessee Independent Colleges and Universities Association 
    Executive Leadership Institute, 2019-2020 
 
Council of Independent Colleges 
    Workshop for New Chief Academic Officers, 2020 
 

 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
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Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the College, Maryville 
College, Maryville, TN (2018--). 

 
Professor of History, Maryville College (2011--); Assistant Professor of History 
(1998-2004); Associate Professor (2004-2011). 

 
 Lecturer,  Social Sciences Collegiate Division, University of Chicago, Chicago,  
 IL. (1993-1998). 
 
 Teaching Intern, Social Sciences Collegiate Division, University of Chicago,  
 Chicago, IL (1992-1993). 
 
 Research Assistant to Professor Ernest May, project on history of American  
 Nuclear Weapons, Harvard University (1987-1988).   
 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS  
 

Faculty Chair, Maryville College, 2011-2013. 
 
ACA-Mellon Fellowship, Salzburg Global Seminar, Seminar on Economic 
Growth and Social Protection in Asia, Salzburg, Austria, November 2011.  
 
Maryville College Outstanding Teacher Award, 2011. 
 
Maryville College Keeper of the Covenant Award, 2011. 
 
Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship, University of Calcutta, India, 2007. 
 

 Russell Parker Fund Summer Research Grant, Maryville College, 2005. 
 

Maryville College Outstanding Teacher Award, 2004. 
 

Maryville College Outstanding Teacher Award, runner-up, 2001. 
 
Russell Parker Fund Summer Research Grant, Maryville College, 2001. 
 
Fulbright Junior Research Fellowship, 1994-95, affiliated with Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies, Delhi, India.   
 
University of Chicago, Century Fellowship, 1988-94.    
 
Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, 1988-90.  
 
Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha chapter of Massachusetts, 1987. 
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 Harvard and John Harvard Scholarships [honorary], 1984, 1985, 1986. 
 
Detur  Prize for freshman scholarship, Harvard University 1984. 
 

 
TEACHING AND ACADEMIC SERVICE 
 
 Teaching: 

 
At Maryville College: world history; history of colonialism; environmental 
history; modern South Asian history; modern European history; introduction to 
hermeneutical theory; General Education courses on environment and society, 
Western Civilization, Islamic civilization, ethics, politics and technology of 
weapons of mass destruction, utopianism.  

 
 At University of Chicago: introduction to classics of social theory.  
 
 Maryville College Service: 

 
Chair, Strategic Planning Task Force (2017-2018) 
 
Chair, Division of Humanities (2015-2018) 
 
Faculty Personnel Standards Committee (2008-2010, 2014-2016) 
 
Co-chair, Core Curriculum Task Force (2014-2015) 
 
Faculty Chair (2011-2012 and 2012-2013) 
 
Faculty Tenure and Promotion Policies and Procedures Task Force (2012-2013) 
 
Strategic Plan Steering Committee (2011-2012) 
 
Chair, Academic Dean Search Committee (2011-2012) 
 
Faculty Liaison Committee (2007-2010, 2011-2013) 
 
Planning and Budget Advisory Committee (2008-2009, 2011-2013) 
 
Faculty Development Committee (2010-2011) 
 
Advisory Committee, Maryville Symposium (2007-2008) 
 
Faculty Admissions Committee (1999-2006; 2007-2008) 
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Academic Life Council (2003-2006) 
 
Financial Affairs Committee for SACS Accreditation Self-Study (2000-2002) 
 
Coordinator, Appalachian Studies Minor (1998-2006) 
 
Faculty committee to design an interdisciplinary Appalachian Studies minor 
(1998).   

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Review of C. Sneddon, Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics 
and the US Bureau of Reclamation (2015), Journal of Historical Geography 55 
(2017): 109-110. 
 
“Nature and Politics at the End of the Raj: Environmental Management and 
Political Legitimacy in Late Colonial India, 1919-1947” in M. Rangarajan and K. 
Sivaramakrishnan (editors), Shifting Ground: Mobility and Animals in India’s 
Environmental Histories, Oxford University Press, 2014. 
 
Review of R. Sukumar, The Story of Asia’s Elephants, in  Environmental History 
(2014) 19 (1): 160-162. 
 
“’Decadence’ and Ecological Change: Environmental Crisis and Political 
Ideology in Late Colonial Bengal.” Calcutta Historical Journal, 27 (1) 2007, pp. 
31-51.  
 
‘One Valley and a Thousand’: Dams, Nationalism and Development. Oxford 
University Press, 2007. 
 
“A Response to Heather Hoag” in “Notes from the Field,” Comparative 
Technology Transfer and Society, 4(4), December 2006. 
 
"Building India's 'Modern Temples': Indians and Americans in the Damodar 
Valley Corporation, 1945-1960," in K. Shivaramakrishnan and A. Agrawal (eds.), 
Regional Modernities:  The Cultural Politics of Development in India, Oxford 
University Press, 2003 and Stanford University Press, 2003.  
 
"The Western Aid Community and Postcolonial India:  On Development's 
Continuities with Colonialism," in C. Steven Larue (ed.), Regional Handbooks of 
Economic Development: Prospects onto the 21st Century, vol. II, India,  Fitzroy 
Dearborn Publishers, 1997.  
 
 

ACADEMIC PANELS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
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Discussant, panel on “Performative and Discursive Constructions: Science, 
Technology and the Nation,” Association for the Study of Nationalities, annual 
conference, New York, NY, April 15, 2016. 

 
“Apocalypse in the Soil: Agriculture, Ecology and History in American and 
British Science, 1920-1950,” panel on Industrial and Environmental Disasters, 
University of Tennessee Disaster, Displacement and Human Rights Program, 
Second Annual Conference, Knoxville, TN, September 27, 2015.  
 
“Environmentalisms in an Era of Global Political Crisis.” Invited presentation, 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi, April 28, 2014.  
 
“Back to the Land, 1919-1939: Nature, Authenticity and Social Renewal in the 
United States, the British Empire and Germany.” Panel on “Nature in World 
Historical Narratives: Gardens, Rivers, and Conservation,” World History 
Association, annual conference, Minneapolis, MN, June 28, 2013.  

 
“Organic Agriculture and Global Crisis: Thinking about Society, Sustainability, 
the Past and the Future, 1938-1946.” Southeastern World History Association, 
annual conference, Maryville, TN, October 14, 2011.  
 
“Pre-Colonial Irrigation, Late Colonial Political Anxieties, and Contemporary 
Environmental Alternatives: the Bengal Delta’s “Overflow Irrigation” in 
Historical Perspective.”  Panel on Environmental History of South Asia, 
American Historical Association, annual conference, Boston, MA, January 6-11, 
2011. 

 
“Nature and Politics at the End of the Raj.”  Invited conference on environmental 
histories of India, Yale University, New Haven, CT, May 1-2, 2009.  
 
“Of “Ancient Irrigation” and Modern Dams:  Orientalism, Nationalism and Water 
Policy in Late Colonial Bengal, 1925-1947.” Invited conference on New Inter-
Disciplinary Perspectives on Water and Society in World Perspective 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, May 9, 
2008. 
 
“Two Cheers for Arthur Morgan:  Energy, Ethics and Politics in New Deal 
Environmentalism,” panel on Energy Policy and Justice, Conference on Energy 
and Responsibility, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN, April 11, 2008.  
 
“’The Very Land is Dying’: Global Environmental Crisis in the 1930s and 
Today,”  Invited inaugural lecture, Vidvatva Lecture series, United States 
Educational Foundation in India.  Kolkata, May 11, 2007. 
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“Politics, Management and Nature,” University of Calcutta Seminar on 
Environment and Development, Programme on Environment and Management. 
Kolkata, February 23, 2007. 
 
“TVA, DVC and the Development Encounter.” Invited presentation to University 
of Calcutta, Department of History, M. A. courses in Environmental History and 
History of Science.  Kolkata, February 21, 2007. 

 
“Conforming Nature to the Nation: Kanwar Sain and the Genesis of the Rajasthan 
Canal Project,” preconference meeting on the “Long 1950s” in South Asia, 
Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, WI, October 19, 2006. 

 
“Managing Water and Managing the ‘Orient’: William Willcocks and William 
Voorduin in India and the Middle East,” panel on Engineering New Nations, 
Society for the History of Technology, Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, 
November 5, 2005. 

 
“From the ‘Exportable New Deal’ toward Enron:  The Development & Resources 
Corporation, the Rise of Neo-Liberalism, and the Environment, 1955-1979,” 
panel on the American Environmental Footprint Abroad, American Society for 
Environmental History, Annual Meeting, Victoria, BC, April 2, 2004 . 
 
“The Early Development Community and the Area-Studies Paradigm,” panel on 
Political Economy; “Area Studies Redux:  A Conference in Honor of Lloyd and 
Susanne Rudolph,” University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, April 11, 2003. 
 
“Remaking a Watershed, 1946-2000:  State Hubris, Local Co-optation and 
Environmental Destruction in an Indian River Valley Development Project,” 
panel on Making and Remaking the Marginal: Perspectives on Development and 
the Environment in the United States and India.  American Society for 
Environmental History, Annual Meeting, Providence, RI, March 28, 2003.  

 
"International Training for Nationalist Engineering:  The US Bureau of 
Reclamation and Dam Building in India," panel on Industrializing the World's 
Rivers, American Society for Environmental History, Annual Meeting, Denver, 
CO March 21, 2002. 
 
Commentator, panel on the Politics of Colonial Technologies, American 
Historical Association, Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, January 4, 2002 
 
"Building India's 'Modern Temples': Indians and Americans in the Damodar 
Valley Corporation, 1945-1960," invited workshop and miniconference on 
Rethinking Development and Environment, Center for International and Area 
Studies, Yale University, New Haven, CT, February 27, 1998. 
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"The Damodar Valley Corporation as "India's TVA": On Development as a 
Reformulation of Colonial Themes," panel on Colonialism and Technology, 
Society for the History of Technology Annual Conference, Pasadena, CA, 
October 18, 1997. 
 
"Transforming India's Rivers, Transforming India: Meghnad Saha, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority and the Damodar River, 1930-1956," panel on Development in 
India: Ideologies and Observations, Annual Conference on South Asia, University 
of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, October 19, 1996.  
 

 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
 American Historical Association 
 
 World History Association 
 
 American Society for Environmental History 
 
 
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 
 

Peer Reviewer for Environmental History 
 
Peer Reviewer for Cultural Dynamics 
 
Peer Reviewer for Contributions to Indian Sociology. 
 
Peer reviewer for the Journal of Development Studies. 
 
Peer reviewer for Conservation and Society.  
 
Advised Science Museum, London, for exhibit on Technology and  Science in 
Independent India, 2015. 

 
Editorial Board, Conservation and Society, 2011-2018 
 

  
 
LANGUAGES 
 
 Hindi/Urdu (intermediate reading, writing and speaking) 
 
 German (intermediate reading) 
 
 French (intermediate reading) 


