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“I	don’t	think	that	there’s	any	conflict	at	all	between	science	today	and	the	
Scriptures.	I	think	we	have	misinterpreted	the	Scriptures	many	times	and	
we’ve	tried	to	make	the	Scriptures	say	things	that	they	weren’t	meant	to	
say,	and	I	think	we	have	made	a	mistake	by	thinking	the	Bible	is	a	scientific	
book.	The	Bible	is	not	a	book	of	science.	The	Bible	is	a	book	of	Redemption,	
and	of	course,	I	accept	the	Creation	story.	I	believe	that	God	created	man,	
and	whether	it	came	by	an	evolutionary	process	and	at	a	certain	point	He	
took	this	person	or	being	and	made	him	a	living	soul	or	not,	does	not	
change	the	fact	that	God	did	create	man…	whichever	way	God	did	it	makes	
no	difference	as	to	what	man	is	and	man’s	relationship	to	God.”	

Who	said	it?



“I	don’t	think	that	there’s	any	conflict	at	all	between	science	today	and	the	
Scriptures.	I	think	we	have	misinterpreted	the	Scriptures	many	times	and	
we’ve	tried	to	make	the	Scriptures	say	things	that	they	weren’t	meant	to	
say,	and	I	think	we	have	made	a	mistake	by	thinking	the	Bible	is	a	scientific	
book.	The	Bible	is	not	a	book	of	science.	The	Bible	is	a	book	of	Redemption,	
and	of	course,	I	accept	the	Creation	story.	I	believe	that	God	created	man,	
and	whether	it	came	by	an	evolutionary	process	and	at	a	certain	point	He	
took	this	person	or	being	and	made	him	a	living	soul	or	not,	does	not	
change	the	fact	that	God	did	create	man…	whichever	way	God	did	it	makes	
no	difference	as	to	what	man	is	and	man’s	relationship	to	God.”	

Billy	Graham,1964	



Understanding	Creation	from	Scriptures

• Creatio ex	nihilo	=	creation	from	nothing
• Genesis	1:	1-2
• Job	38:	4-11
• Psalm	89

• Creatio continua	=	creation	continues
• Psalm	104



Understanding	Creation	from	Science

Figure	2.1.		Creation	events	if	the	4.5	billion	years	of	earth	were	
a	single	calendar	year.	



Questions	for	Discussion

1. Imagine	that	a	non-Christian	asks	to	know	what	the	Bible	and	your	faith	
teaches	you	about	creation.	How	do	you	answer?

2. If	creation	is	not	just	historical	(creatio ex	nihilo)	but	also	continual	(creatio
continua),	what	is	being	continually	created?	

3. Physicist	Ian	Barbour	wrote	that	individuals	can	view	particular	topics	like	
“Creation”	in	four	different	ways:	the	interaction	between	the	science	and	the	
theology	can	either	be	conflict	(the	two	are	mutually	exclusive),	independence	
(the	two	are	completely	separate	ways	of	knowing),	dialogue	(both	lead	to	
questions	that	only	the	other	way	of	knowing	can	address),	or	integration	(the	
two	ways	of	knowing	are	really	just	part	of	a	single	reality).	Discuss	which	of	
these	four	you	support.


